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regular form, and recommend that
same be approved.
Audit No. 5.

We have examined the report of Re-
celpts and Disbursements of the Exec-
utive Committee of Foreign Missions
for the year ending March 31, 1916,
made by Edwin F, Willis, Treasurer
of said Committee. We find that the
accounts of said Treasurer have been
audited by Allen B. Fisher, Certified
Public Accountant of Tennessee,
whose certificate is attached. We
find the report and certificate to be in
regular form, and recommend that
same be approved; and that the Treas-
urer be instructed to forward the orig-
inal certified report to the Stated
Clerk,

Audit No. 6.

No report of the Treasurer of the
Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund for Life
Insurance came into our hands.

Recommendations,

No. 1. We find some confusion ex-
isting as to whether or not the ex-
penses of Chairman of Ad Interim
Committee in attending Assembly
shall be paid. We recommend that
hereafter the order of Assembly ap-
pointing such committees shall direct
that the report of its finding shall be
made to the Assembly Stated Clerk
before the convening of the next As-
sembly, and the expenses of the chair-
man of such committees in attend-
ing Assembly be not allowed, unless
the matter in hand is of such import-
ance that the moderator request such
chairman to attend, and make the re-
port on the floor of the Assembly.

We recommend that the expenses
of Rev. J. F. Cannon, D, D., Chairman
of the Ad Interim Committtee on Wo-
man’s Position in the Church, and Rev,
Robert H. Fleming, D. D., Chairman
of Ad Interim Committes on Joint
Educational Secretary, in attending
present Assembly, be allowed,

No. 2, We further recommend that
the Assembly’'s Treasurer be direct-
ed to pay the following assessments
which we find to be the correct ap-
portionment due by the Presbyterian
Church in the United States, to the
support of such institutions:

To the Council of Reformed Church-
es of America, $75.00.

To the Council of Reformed Church-
es of the World, $420.00.

To the Federal Council of the
Churches of Christ, $301.00.

- No. 3. We find that the unprece-
dented expenses for mileage of two
preceding meetings of our General
Assembly have left our treasury de-
pleted. The expenses of ad interim
committees have been unusually large.
Our treasurer, in order to discharge
these obligations, has been compelled
to borrow the money. We are unwill-
ing for these conditions to continue,
therefore we consider it unwise to
suggest any reduction in our assess-
ment rate, but recommend that it re-
main at five cents.

We further recommend that the as-
sessment of Presbyteries for the next
year be five cents for each communi-
cant reported this year.

We further recommend that the
treasurer be authorized to borrow
funds to meet any deficit so that cur-
rent expenses may be paid until this
asgessment can be collected,

We further find that East Missis-
gippi Presbytery and Wilmington Pres-
bytery have not fully paid last year's
assessment, and that several Preshy-
teries have not yet sent in this year's
assessment, we trust that Presbyteries
hereafter will be prompt in their re-
mittances,

No. 4, For the future guidance of
our treasurer, and in order to avoid
confusion, we recommend that the or-
der of Assembly appointing ad interim
committees shall direct “that said
committee report its acts to the next
General Assembly’” and that all re-
ports be made in writing and filed
with the stated clerk at least two
weeks before the convening of the As-
sembly, and #hat the stated clerk be
required to print the same for the use
of the Assembly,

No. 6. We recommend that the ac-
counts of Rev, Russell Cecil, D. D.,
for $29.21, and Rev. William Mar-
quis, D. D., for $22.00, for expenses in
attending meetings of councils as dele-
gates from Assembly be allowed.

No. 6. We recommend that the
Texas-Mexican Presbytery be as-
sessed thirty dollars for the succeed-
ing year, which shall be in lieu of the
assessment of five cents on each com-
municant,

Respectfully submitted,
W. T, Fowler, Chairman,
W. T. Fowler,
C. H, Hutton,
E, C. Word,
: H. J, Spencer,
IBEC 0. L. Clockler,

g L R N D T S L P ey PR

THE PRESBYTERIAN OF THE SOUTH

W. W. Shaw,
E. W. Comfort,
Committee,

REPORT OF STANDING COMMIT-
TEE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS.
Report of Standing Committee on

Foreign Missions was adopted, and is

as follows:

Your committee has examined with
care the records of the Executive Com-
mittee of Foreign Missions for the
year ending March 31, 1916, and the
printed report of the KExecutive Com-
mittee entitled ‘“‘Southern Presby-
terian Missions Abroad."”

Concerning the records we report
that we find that they have been kept
with commendable neatness, fulness
and care, and would recommend that
they be approved, and that the sound
judgment, thoroughness and good
business principles of the secretaries,
committees and officers displayed in
these records be most heartily com-
mended. In this connection your com-
mittee would report that we 'have
given especial attention to the matter
of administration expense as indicated
in the printed report and in the records
of the committee, and the report of
the treasurer, and have noted with
satisfaction the care and economy con-
stantly practiced in this matter as in-
dicated in the records referred to.
Your committee ventures to express
the opinion that the percentage of
the total funds handled which is ex-
pended for operating expenses, being
only 6.7 per cent., is wisely expended,
and that the rate is perhaps lower than
that of many of our larger denomina-
tions.

Concerning the printed report your
committee is of the opinion that is
the best that has ever been issued by
our Church., It is gotten up in at-
tractive form with twenty-one illustra-
tions, seven maps, and an excellent
index. It should be widely circulated
throughout the Church as a depen-
dable source of information concern-
ing our work abroad,

As an abstract of this report will
be printed in the Appendix to the
Minutes of the Assembly, your com-
mittee has not thought it necessary to
give it extended consideration In this
report. There are some things, how-
ever, that ought to be briefly men-
tioned:

(1) We should record our sincere
thanks (0 the great Ifead of the
Church for his manifest blessing upon
our work abroad during a year when
unprecedented world conditions pre-
sented many and grave difficulties.

The report shows the largest num-
ber of accessions to our Church upon
profession of faith on the foreign fleld,
of any year in our history except last
year (1914-1915), and the slight de-
crease as compared with last year is
evidently to be attributed to the de-
pletions of our missionary forces In
our most fruitful field, Africa.

There is a tone of encouraging hope-
fulness in the reports from all the
fields which should gladden the hearts
of our people and inspire them to ever
larger endeavors for the accomplish-
ment of her divinely appointed task.

Your committee mnotes that in
Africa the work is growing in size
and strength, and that improvement
in sanitation and in the development
of the spirit of self-support In the
native Church is encouraging. In this
fleld the Industrial and Experimental
farm is giving promise of great use-
fulness, In all the other fields where
our Church is laboring there are diffi-
culties and opportunities that our
courageous and devoted missionaries
are laboring to meet, and the blessing
?t God seems to be attending their
abors,

(2) The Executive Committee, by
vigorous efforts carried forward in the
spirit of prayer throughout the year
has succeeded In closing the year with
all the obligations incurred in the
support of the work tor the year fully
met, and a small balance has been
left to apply on the deficit with which
t?a work of the preceding year was
closed.

On this point your committee feels
that a word of caution should be
spoken,

The Church should not be allowed
to lose sight of the fact that a defieit
has not been avolded this year with-
out great sacrifice on the part of the
-faithful missionaries on the field, and
that our committee has had to turn
away from many inviting doors of op-
portunity for lack of funds with which
to carry the work forward in these
places, i

The Church must be carefully
guarded against the erroneous impres-
slon that since this year was closed
without debt, the contributions of the

vear have been sufficient for meeting
the Church’s whole responsibility in
the matter of Foreign Missions. There
remains very much land yet to be pos-
sessed, and in many fields fertile soil
awaits the sower, and ripening
harvests will be lost unless the reapers
come speedily to thrust in the sickle
and bind the golden sheaves,

Our Church should keep constantly
before the whole membership the posi-
tion taken by our historic first Gen-
eral Assembly at Augusta, Ga., in
1861:

“The General Assembly desires dis-
tinetly and deliberately to inscribe on
our Church’s banner in immediate con-
nection with the Headship of our Lord,
his last command: ‘Go ye into all the
world and preach the gospel to every
creature,” regarding this as the great
end of her organization and the indis-
pensable condition of her Lord’s prom-
ised presence."

Also, it seems to your committee

that the missionary platform adopted
oy the General Assembly at Birming-
ham in 1907, in which we covenanted
with God and with the other Protes-
tant Christian denominations to give
the gospel to 25,000,000 of our fellow-
men in seven forelgn lands, as our
equitable share of the non-Christian
world should be kept before our people
until this task, conservatively esti-
mated as costing $1,002,000.00 per an-
num, be accomplished. This we. be-
lieve will prevent any relaxation of
effort on the part of our people that
might result from a misunderstanding
of the successful financing of our com-
mittee during the past year.
(3) The printed report shows that the
total of contributions for this work
from living donors during the past
year has been larger than for any pre-
ceding year in our history, and that
contributions of this class have been
slowly but steadily rising for the past
decade. This would seem to indicate
a widening knowledge, a deepening in-
terest and a rising tide of liberality
that should cause us to thank God and
take courage.

From other sources we have learned
of at least one Presbytery in which
every church within its bounds made
an offering for Foreign Missions dur-
ing the year. This admirable result
was obtained through the splendid
efforts of the Presbyterial chairman
of Foreign Missions, who ascertained
from the Nashville office the status of
each church in this matter before the
{zl} meetine of Presbytery, and at the
meeting and afterward prosecuted a
vigorous campaign through the use of
the mails until every church in the
Presbytery had made an offering,

The example of this Presbytery and
its chairman of Presbytery’'s Commit-
tee of Foreign Missions is worthy of
imitation.

Your committee presents the follow-
ing recommendations:

(1) In view of the fact that the ex-
periences of our own Executive Com-
mittee, as well as that of other
agencies conducting Foreign® Mission
work shows that the undertaking of
a definite task, such as the support
of a station, the support of an in-
dividual missionary, or a definite share
In some station or missionary by in-
dividuals, churches, societies and Sab-
bath schools exert a steadying in-
fluence upon the support of the work
as a whole, we recommend that this
method be followed by our churches
and by the Executive Committee wher-
ever possible,

(2) That General Assembly direct
all churches that are not using the
General Assembly’'s plan of church
finance to present the cause of Foreign
Missions to the congregation, and take
special collections for this cause in
the months of May and October.

(3) That, for the ecclesiastical year
only, the first three weeks of February,
and no longer period, be designated
as a trial for special self-denial and
free-will offerings for Foreign Mis-
slons in all the churches, which have
not adopted the Assembly's financlal
plan, or which though having adopted
it, are not securing their apportion-
ments; and that all the churches be
urged to observe this season as one of
special prayer for God's blessing on
this cause.

(4) That General Assembly express
its appreciation of the waluable ser-
vice rendered the cause of Foreign
Missions by the Woman’s Auxiliary, by
the numerous societies throughout the
Church, by the Sabbath schoeols, and
by the Layman’s Missionary Move-
ment, and bid these organizations God-
speed In their work.

(5) That the General Assembly
heartily commend the work of the
Education Department of the Execu-
tive Committee for the past year, and
approve and recommend to the Bab-

‘ture from the Synod of
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bath schools for
tion, the seven-year program of
prayer and giving in the Sabbapy
schools as an excellent means of rais-
ing up a generation to succeed Olrg
that shall know mission work and pr
for it and give to it intelligently; ang
that the General Assembly express ang
record its appreciation of the faithty)
efficient and unremunerated seryiges
of Miss Isabel Arnold in connectigy
with our Executive Committee’s edy-
cational work.

(6) That Rev. J. F. Cannon, Rey,
W. L. Caldwell, W, G. Adams anq Q.
A. Rowland be re-elected members of
the Executive Committee for three
Years,

(7) That the action of the Execq.

tive Committee in its participation in
the Congress on Religious Work in
Latin America held at Panama be ap-
proved, and that the General Assembly
express its cordial sympathy with the
principle of interdenominational com-
ity and co-operation in our Protestang
Mission work in Latin America, which
this Congress was intended to expresy
and promote,
(8) That this Assembly reaffirm the
action of the last Assembly in authoriz-
ing the Executive Committee to nego-
tiate with the Mission Boards of other
denominations working in Mexico with
reference to readjustments in the
Protestant mission work in that fleld,
and to conmsummate according to its
best judgment such arrangements as
may promote the interests of the work
in Mexico.

(9) That the Executive Committes
be authorized to confer with other mis-
sionary agencies working in Cuba and
especially with the Home Mission
Board of the Presbyterian Church, U,
S. A., and to consummate Any arrange-
ment that in its best judgment would
be conducive to economy and efficiency
and to the best interests of the cause
of missions in that field,

D. H. Rolston,
Chairman,

Fo i e
REPORT OF STANRING OCOMMIT-
TEE ON CHURCH SOCIETIES,

I. The Committee on Church So-
cieties present herewith a summary
of the reports of the various Women's
and Young People's Societies of the
Church:

Women's Societies.

No. Societies reported. . ... .- 2878
Total Membership. . . e ores 70,444
Contributions,

Foreign Missions, . . ,...... 110,479
Assembly’'s Home Missions, .. 24,680
Synod's Home Missions, . .... 10,839
Presbytery’'s Home Missions. . 21,8556
Congregational Home Mis-

MOnNs . o e
Christian Education & Minis-

terial Rellef. . , .........
Sunday-school Extension and

Publication. . . .

Study,

26,786
13,074

........ 2,950
Schools & Colleges. . ....... 12,016
Bible Cause. . , .,,......... 1,038
Orphans’ Homes, . . ........ 26,833
Miscellaneous Benevolences, 44,690

Contributions not Benevolent. . .42,695

439,847

After correcting a clerical error

made last year in printing the ftem

"“Orphans Homes"” the following en-
couraging facts are noted:

Membership Increase. . . 2,801
Foreign Missions In-
crease, . .
Assembly Home Mis-
sions Increase. . .... 3,017

Synodical Home Mis-
sions Tnecrease. . .... 732
Presbyterial Missions
DecroRen, .. oo 1,302
Congregational Missions
Decrease. , . ....... 6,371
Christian HKducation
and Ministerial Re-
Hef Increase. . ..... 8,695
Sunday-school Exten-
sion Increase. ,.... 602
Schools and Colleges
Increase, , . ,...... 1,108
Bible Cause. . ., ...... 384
Orphanges. , . ...... 2,548
Miscellaneous Benevo-
lence  contributions -
not benevolence. . 42,695
- 69,691 7,873
7,673

Net Increase. .51,918

(For statistics of Men’s and Boys'
Societies, and Young People’s Socie-
ties, see report of ‘Btanding Com-
mittee on Publication and Sabbath-
schopl work.)

II. Thera have come iInto the
hands of your committee an over

their hearty co-opers.
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